
A huge thank you to all who responded to this
year’s Shoe Box Appeal, organised in
collaboration with the JRC’s wonderful Ispra
Shoebox Team. 

This year, the initiative collected a total of nearly
two hundred boxes, which have been distributed
to Casa della Carità di Varese and Banco
Alimentare di Gavirate. 

Some of our students took part in the
beatiful  Santa Lucia procession again
this year, alongside students from the
primary. 

Glad Lucia till alla! 
Glædelig Luciadag! 
Viva Santa Lucìa!
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Shoe Box Appeal

At the end of another year full of challenges and change, we wish all our students, staff,
and their families a restorative and restful holiday.

Santa 
Lucia

Vetrata della Pace 

Prof. Portadino’s S2 Art class created this symbolic stained
glass window, displayed on the second floor of the Da Vinci
building, based on the theme of peace and the founding
values of Europe. Students used tissue paper and their
recent learning on Gothic architecture and its examples of
light, colour, and spirituality as inspiration. 
They were also inspired by the image of a starry sky: a
reference to the European flag, but also to the European and
Byzantine medieval tradition. They reflected on the sky as a
boundless space, a vision of wonder that belongs to no
nation but is shared by all, and then its dramatic opposite: a
sky of bombings, where stars are no longer visible, replaced
by threats, weapons, missiles, and drones. 

From this reflection came the desire to make a symbolic gesture to reclaim the sky. It is a message
dedicated especially to young people and future generations: an invitation to defend the right to live
under a sky of hope, home to the stars, to be preserved as a common good and as a promise for the
future.



Christmas Concert 2025
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Our annual evening Christmas concert took place on
Wednesday, 17 December, in the stunning venue of Chiesa di
San Michele in Voltorre. 

Weeks of preparation paid off as our musicians and choirs,
which include materna, primary, secondary students, and even
staff, delivered a series of beautiful festive performances. 

Well done to our Music Department and all the 
performers who gave up their time to share their 
talents and provide us with this lovely occasion to 
celebrate our community. 

The Christmas Talent Show on Friday, 19
December provided more opportunities for
students to showcase their skills. 

The show was as eclectic as last year, featuring
such diverse talents as singing, dancing, football
tricks and magic skills.   

Well done to all participants for braving the stage
and kicking off our holidays with a burst of festive
fun! 

Christmas Talent Show 

Christmas Market

This year’s Christmas Market hosted a variety of
stalls from students and AGSEV.  

Through a delightful selection of home-made
treats, cards, and decorations, students raised
funds to support local charities. The event was a
testament to their creativity and generosity. 
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For Kindness Week 2025, our goal was building
student agency both within our school and in the
wider community. 

We had the privilege of welcoming a representative
from Il Viandante di Varese, an association that
supports those experiencing homelessness, who
met with S6 students to explain the association’s
mission and challenges, as well as inspire them to
get involved themselves and make a real difference. 

In addition, Prof. Carozza worked closely with Il
Viandante to arrange a collection of essential and
much appreciated items. Il Viandante sincerely
thanks all those who contributed. Your support has
made an immediate and significant difference. 

Kindness Week

Prof. Cooke also delivered an informative workshop
on our  Citizenship Action for All Programme
(CAAP), which sees S6 students engage in meaningful
volunteer work in our community. From January, S6
students will continue to volunteer at the Fondazione
Piatta, helping disabled members of our local
community with day-to-day activities. 

This year, they will also be assisting on our own
campus by supporting materna and primary students
in reading and sports, as well as helping to supervise
in the Mensa and playground.  We applaud our
students for their kindness, compassion and
commitment to citizenship. 

Kindness Week also saw the launch of our
new Dungeons & Dragons Club, facilitated
by Prof. Howell and Prof. Hassemer. 

The club has been a fantastic success and
continues to run every Thursday at both
break times. The goal of the club is to nurture
friendship and teamwork, and to provide an
outlet for student creativity. Our Dungeon
Masters and adventurers have impressed us
with their enthusiasm and epic teamwork. 

https://www.varesenews.it/2025/10/il-viandante-di-varese-festeggia-dieci-anni-di-solidarieta-con-tre-giorni-di-eventi/2366656/
https://centrodiurnoilviandante.blogspot.com/p/lassociazione.html
https://centrodiurnoilviandante.blogspot.com/p/lassociazione.html


We are immensely proud of the students who
proposed, planned, and executed student-led
workshops for our 'Workshop Wednesday'.

Students in S6 and S7, and even some as young as S4,
shared their interests or healthy self-care habits, took
on leadership roles, and served as models of student
action and agency in our school. 

These workshops covered a remarkable range of
students' interests, including theatre, creating
landscapes, dance performance, singing, team-
building sports, detective skills, 'Werewolves' whole-
class game, manga art, chess, origami, dance 'battles',
and connecting through words. 

Kindness Week
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As well as running their own Kindness Week
workshop, our Peer-to-Peer students managed
special 'Kindness Boxes' around the school.
Students and staff left messages for each other,
mostly anonymous, which were then checked and
distributed by our Peer-to-Peer group at the end
of last week. 

Not only did students demonstrate the value of
kindness in caring for ourselves and in working as
part of a team, but they also modelled how our
students build community and connection. This is
what Kindness Week is all about!



Students from Spanish classes S6L1 and S6L3 recently
attended an exhibition in Milan featuring the works of
Joan Miró, Pablo Picasso, and Salvador Dalí. The visit
was part of a research project on Spanish culture and
art, facilitated by teachers Elena de la Morena and
Gema Sampedro Cid.

During the exhibition, students explored various
different artistic styles such as surrealism, cubism, and
abstract expressionism, and learned about the lives
and legacies of these influential artists. The experience
enhanced their understanding of Spanish art, while
inspiring creativity and critical thinking for their
ongoing projects.
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The Art Department recently organised an excursion for S1
and S2 students to Chiesa Santa Maria della Gioia in
Varese.

Students learned about the artistic heritage, architectural
details, and historical significance of this beautiful church.
Experiences like these help develop their understanding of
how art and history intertwine in our local cultural
landscape. We are grateful to Chiesa Santa Maria della Gioia
for welcoming our young students and supporting their
learning.

Visit to Vibrant Chiesa Santa Maria 

Researching Spanish Culture and Art in Milan 

On Wednesday 17 December, all P5 and S1 students
took part in a shared outing to Spazio Cinema, as
part of the P5–S1 transition programme. As an
introduction to the film “Hugo Cabret”, inspired by
the life of the French filmmaker Georges Méliès,
students first watched one of his most famous short
films, “A Trip to the Moon”. Prior to the screening, a
group of S1 French students presented both the film
and the work of Georges Méliès, helping to set the
historical and artistic context.
The students followed the screening with great
enthusiasm and were delighted to discover the world
of this pioneering filmmaker. The experience was
both enriching and highly appreciated by all
participants.

P5 and S1 Exploring the Magic of Early Cinema



On 7 November, an altar of the dead, a beautiful
Mexican tradition, was set up in the courtyard of the Da
Vinci building. The Spanish classes S1L1, S3L1, S4L4 and
S5L4, together with their Spanish teacher, Ana Mª
Rodríguez Gil, and with the collaboration of the Mexican
families within the school community, created an altar
dedicated to Carmen Martín Gaite. Martín Gaite was a
renowned Spanish writer who would have turned one
hundred this year. She is celebrated for the many novels,
short stories, screenplays, and essays she wrote across
multiple genres.

Thank you to all the students for taking part and for
wishing to honour the memory of such an important
Spanish writer, and to the families of Mattia and Sarah for
their invaluable support.

Altar  De Muertos

In October, we celebrated Spain's National Day at our
school. This year, students in the Spanish L1 groups
worked on a project celebrating the 40th anniversary of
the signing of the Treaty of Accession of Spain to the
European Communities. 

The event concluded with a celebratory Spanish aperitif,
coordinated by Prof. Rodríguez Gil and Prof. Morales
López in collaboration with our school's Spanish L1
students and their families. 

This was a lovely day of national pride and celebration that
brought students, staff and families together in a display
of community spirit. Un día para recordar. 👏

Fiesta Nacional de España
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From Literature to History
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Professor Bratun's S5 L2 English class had the honour and
privilege of welcoming Mr. Ghergi Cristian, a history teacher
currently working at the JRC in Ispra.

As the students were studying the historical context of Animal
Farm, this lesson and the subsequent discussion allowed them to
compare past Eastern European regimes with their contemporary
context, and realise how fortunate they are to live in a Europe
where freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of access,
and citizenship rights are guaranteed.

 It was an educational experience that brought learning to life.

A Reading 
Advent calendar 

Throughout the month of December, the students
of Mme. Benaouda's S2L1 class enjoyed their
Advent calendar, based on each student’s
selection of reading pages that they wanted to
share with classmates. It was the mischievous elf
Trifouille who had the job of drawing a name at
random  at the beginning of each French lesson.
Happy reading everyone! 📖✨

Literary Café "Women in Search
of Freedom"

On Friday, 28 November, students from Mme
Benaouda's S5L1 French class attended a
literary café to introduce the study of the new
theme, "Women in Search of Freedom."
The students read their favourite passage,
discussed their least favourite parts, and
compared their ideas through a lively debate. 
They also enjoyed some sweets they had
brought for the occasion.
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How do digital technologies shape the world in which pupils
learn, communicate and make decisions? On Wednesday, 19
November, all S3 pupils explored this question during an
informative ICT conference in the Aula Magna. The session
was led by Prof. Dr. Krzysztof Maruszewski, accompanied by
three colleagues from the Joint Research Centre: Carlos
Sánchez Belenguer, Martin Larcher and Peter Kempeneers.

From 10 to 21 November, for the third year in a row, ICT students took part in the international
Bebras Informatics Challenge, under its different names across our school’s teaching languages:
Bebras UK (English), Castor Informatique (French), Bebras dell’Informatica (Italian), Biber Informatik
(German), and Beverwedstrijd (Dutch).
For the first time, all ICT teachers and all classes participated, making this edition our most inclusive
yet! The high level of engagement reflects the growing enthusiasm and positive reception from both
students and staff.
A small ceremony will be held in January to celebrate the top-performing students in each category.
Congratulations to all participants!

Bebras Challenge:

Visit to the Tempio Voltiano in Como

Celebrating STEM: science, technology, engineering and mathematics

S5 students recently visited the Tempo Voltiano in Como, a
museum dedicated to scientist Alessandro Volta, who invented
the electric battery. 

Students explored original instruments and historical documents,
learning about how Volta’s innovation transformed science and
technology and paved the way for modern electricity. To mark the
festive season, they also enjoyed Como’s cathedral and Christmas
markets. 

A Digital Adventure 

Instead of focusing on technical skills, the speakers nurtured curiosity and critical thinking about the
digital environment, from the circulation of information to the influence of algorithms on everyday life.

The conference highlighted the growing importance of ICT and Computer Science as meaningful
academic options. This perspective is particularly relevant as the European Schools prepare to
introduce a brand new ICT 4-period option in S6–S7 from the 2027 curriculum onwards.

We sincerely thank the speakers from the JRC for their time and efforts. The session was well received
and offered pupils an accessible, thoughtful introduction to the role of digital technologies in today’s
world. Many thanks too to Prof. Théo Giani for his organisation, along with colleagues Prof. Simon
Hassemer and Prof. Koen Quintens. 

Aula Magna ICT Conference
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Our S2 classes have enjoyed a fascinating trip to the
Osservatorio Astronomico Campo dei Fiori: Varese's space
and weather station. Students reinforced their learning about
stars, the solar system and the infinite wonders of  space. 

A special treat was the opportunity to go inside the telescope
dome and get a close look at the largest telescope in
Lombardy. They also got to test the seismograph system and
view weather data for our region. Finally, through a special
red filtered telescope, students were able to see our sun up
close, and identified solar flares and sunspots. 

This was a fantastic educational experience that we are
fortunate to have on our doorstep.

Osservatorio Astronomico

Tattoo workshop

S7 Biology Lab students took part in a unique and engaging
workshop exploring the science behind tattoos. A
professional tattoo artist, Missy in Red, guided the class
through the history and cultural background of tattooing, as
well as the biological processes involved, including skin
structure, hygiene, infection prevention, and the body’s
response to tattoo ink.
The session also included a practical demonstration, where
students observed professional tattoo equipment and
techniques before trying their hand at creating simple
designs on synthetic skin. This hands-on experience allowed
students to combine creativity with scientific understanding
in an engaging way.
The workshop was met with great enthusiasm and provided
a memorable opportunity to connect biology to real-world
applications.
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Green Competence and Sustainability 

              Our primary and secondary students came together 
              to plant more greenery on campus to mark this 
             year's National Tree Day on 21 November.  

Back in the classroom, students examined the role trees
play in our environment, in improving air quality and
protecting biodiversity. 
We hope that planting a seed and nurturing its growth will
teach our students the potential impact of even small
actions. 
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National Tree Day

Terra Rara Update
We had an enthusiastic response to our call for used
electrical devices to support the Terra Rara project.
Artist Livia Paola Di Chiara transformed these items,
that otherwise may have been forgotten in drawers,
into a striking art installation, currently on display at
Palazzo Estense until January 11. 
This is the final step of a three-month project
promoting circular economy and environmental
awareness in the Varese Commune. 
After the exhibition, the artwork will be dismantled
and recycled, reinforcing the message of conscientious
consumption. 

We are excited to announce that we will host a special ‘Green Week’ from
23 to 27 March. This initiative was proposed by the Membro Eco of our
Pupils’ Committee, as a way of promoting sustainability and green
competence across our community. 

Membro Eco have been working with the Art Department to design
upcycled sustainable fashion pieces which will be exhibited in fashion
shows for parents and students. They are also organising litter picking
with primary students, climate fresks and various student-led workshops
and games. 

 

Green Week 2026

Presently, they are designing promotional materials for the event and calling for involvement from
students and other stakeholders. You can get in touch with Membro Eco, Prof. Bortels or Prof.
Young if you have ideas or other input. 

https://www.varesenews.it/2025/12/terra-rara-larte-fatta-di-rifiuti-elettronici-in-mostra-a-palazzo-estense/2434537/
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Congratulations to the students who helped the European
School of Varese take first place in the prestigious Andolfatto
Trophy, a cross-country relay race on a 600-meter course.

The team, made up of two boys and two girls from classes S1
to S3, impressed everyone with their unity and infectious
determination. 

Despite a bad start with a slight gap, our athletes never gave up.
The determination of those who ran to make up the initial
disadvantage paid off, with the team reaching the front and
setting an unsustainable pace for their opponents. Our school
crossed the finish line in first place with a 20-second lead!
Congratulations to all participants!

🥇 Triumph at the Adolfatto Trophy! 

In November, we hosted the SRT University Fair for our S6 and
S7 students. They enjoyed the opportunity to interact with
representatives from thirty international universities, who
presented a wide range of programmes and addressed students'
many questions. 

SRT Fairs is a leader in international student recruitment,
collaborating with respected high schools and universities to
connect exceptional students and institutions. This event is an
important element of our school's career guidance programme
that helps our students make informed decisions about their
future education paths. 
 
Representatives were impressed by the students' enthusiasm,
curiosity, as well as their readiness for higher education. We look
forward to continuing our support for our fantastic students in
achieving their academic ambitions.

SRT University Fair



Upcoming Events 

08/01: S7L3 ESA - Trip to Pavia 
14/01:  - S5 - Guidance - Orientatio
19/01 : Orientation S3 (students & parents)
20/01 : S6L4ES - Trip to Milano
             S5 - Work experience and subject choices  
              meeting.
             S7 - Study (free day)  
21/01: S7 - Pre-Bac long written exams begin. 
27/01: S5 - Workshop CV & Motivational letter
29/01 : School Symposium selection in JRC
30/01: S1 - S6 - Distribution of first semester 
                            reports. 
02/02: S5 - Start date of  Safety & Security Training
03/02: S7 - Pre-Bac exams finish. 
            S5 - Subject choices meeting 
            (students & parents)
13/02: S3 - Mouse Trap Race 
            S7 - Publication of A1 and B1 marks on SMS. 
            S7 - Breakfast with Prof Principali
16/02: Mid-term break

16/02
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Head Iseseisvuspäeva!

Su Nepriklausomybės
Diena!

24/02

Our Online 
School Library 

Our School 
Web Calendar

Join the ESV Community Exchange app,
supported by AGSEV.

Parents are joining together to make our
community as healthy, happy, and
sustainable as it can be! 

*Visit  https://o-marche.net/, and use the
following details: 
– GROUP ID: VENICA
– GROUP CODE: 379-011-968

O'Marche Community Exchange

https://va-eurscva.medialibrary.it/home/index.aspx
http://www.scuolaeuropeadivarese.it/webcal127/month.php
https://o-marche.net/
https://o-marche.net/
https://1270021h.esidoc.fr/

